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April 19, 2004

TO: All Public and Private Schools Utilizing School Buses
and Special Parpose Buses.
RE: School Bus Inspection Changes

The annual school bus inspection for all school bus and special purpose buses in the State of Indiana is
quickly approaching. The annual inspection will be conducted by members of the Commercial Vehicle
Enforcement Division of the Indiana State Police and will be supplemented by members of the State
Police District in your area.

One item that has been the subject of concern for the inspectors for several years is the need to examine
kingpins. In researching this issue with school bus manufactures, we have discovered that the front-ends
of school buses are built much stronger and heavier than in the past.

The inspection of the kingpins will not occur at the time of the annual bus inspection. We will reserve the
option to inspect any kingpin we feel that could be defective. This may require the bus to go to another
inspection site where equipment is available. Twelve (12) year or older buses will still have their
kingpins checked when they are inspected the second time in the winter.

Each bus will be required to carry and present to the inspecting officer the revised and completed
Indiana State Police School Bus Brake and Kingpin inspection certificate. This certificate will certify that
the braking system and kingpins have been inspected by the school corporation and meet the required
standards. This inspection musttake place every six (6) months and must be documented. Failure to
meet the requirements will result in the bus being placed out-of-service until such time the requirements
are met.

This new policy should help expedite the inspection process and | hope that it does not create any
inconvenience. This change will be effective for the 2004 annual summer school bus inspection.

Sincerely,

St

Edward A. Reuter
- Major

EAR:Ish
Attachment
cc: Superintendent Carraway

Lt. Col. McKee
Pete Baxter, Indiana Department of Education
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( INDIANA STATE POLICE
SCHOOL BUS BRAKE AND KINGPIN INSPECTION CERTIFICATE

Owner’s Name: Phone Number:
Owner’s Address:

Bus Number: Chassis Make:

Chassis Year: Chassis VIN Number:

I swear and affirm under the penalties for perjury that the above- described bus was inspected and found in
compliance on the date indicated. The brakes and Kingpins on the above vehicle meet or exceed the criteria set
forth in the Minimum Annual School Bus Brake and Kingpins Inspection Standards as well as all
manufacturer specifications.

KINGPINS INSPECTOR’S : INSPECTOR’S
DATE | MILEAGE | BRAKES R L NAME SIGNATURE

A copy of this completed form MUST remain with the bus indicated above. (Revised 4-04)
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